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S.I. No. 268 of 2009
HEALTH ACT 2007 (COMMENCEMENT) (No. 3) ORDER 2009

I, MARY HARNEY, Minister for Health and Children, in exercise of the
powers conferred on me by section 3 of the Health Act 2007 (No. 23 of 2007),
hereby order as follows:

1. This Order may be cited as the Health Act 2007 (Commencement) (No. 3)
Order 2009.

2. The 1st day of August 2009 is appointed as the day on which section 103
(in so far as it is not already in operation) of the Health Act 2007 (No. 23 of
2007) comes into operation.

GIVEN under my Official Seal,
21 July 2009.

MARY HARNEY,
Minister for Health and Children.

Notice of the making of this Statutory Instrument was published in
“Iris Oifigiuil” of 24th July, 2009.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Instrument and does not purport to be a legal
interpretation)

Section 103 of the Health Act 2007 inserts Part 9A in the Health Act 2004 and
provides for the making of protected disclosures in the health service. A disclos-
ure made in good faith, on reasonable grounds and in accordance with the pro-

visions of section 103 is protected. Most provisions of section 103 were com-
menced from 1 March 2009 by S.I. No. 27 of 2009.

This Order brings into operation provisions in section 103 relating to the making
of protected disclosures to the Chief Inspector of Social Services in certain cir-
cumstances. A person is not liable in damages as a consequence of making a
protected disclosure to the Chief Inspector. A health service employee or an
employee of a private nursing home is protected from penalisation by his or her
employer for making a protected disclosure to the Chief Inspector.
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